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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Hello fellow rose advocates,
An advocate is someone who speaks out for a certain cause. Did you realize that
according to ancient legend, Eve was the first ever rose advocate? She was able to
smuggle exactly one flower out of Paradise and you may well guess which one it was…
I know that each of us would do the same thing if we were put in Eve’s situation!
January is an interesting month for rose lovers. We sit and dream of our spring blooms as we watch last year’s
sad vestiges dry out on their colorless stalks. One of my German rose books talks of putting old rose blooms
and petals in a wire basket outside and misting them lightly with water before an overnight freeze. In the
morning, the basket of blooms will glitter and glisten in the morning sun!

It is an honor and privilege to take on my new responsibilities as the president of our society. Rose lovers truly
are a special kind of people. Thank you for the trust you have placed in me. With your help, there are many
exciting new ideas and ventures brewing in my inbox!
By the time you read this, a brand new website will have gone live thanks to Rebecca Murphy!
Debbie Butcher is the main genius behind a new society postcard that we can personally deliver to neighbors
whose love of rose-gardening is obvious to all passers-by. These people are our friends. They just don’t know it
yet!
Our newsletter has an enthusiastic new editor: Suzy Andrego!
We have been officially asked to provide a rose presentation (end of February?) at the Bachechi Open Space.
Keep your own neighborhoods in mind for such opportunities.
My predecessor Bill Farmer has agreed to be my mentor and keep me out of trouble as best he can.
There are some other intriguing new developments that are not yet ready for print. My main priority is on
building community and finding ways to attract and keep new members. We are still looking for someone who
has a gift for publicity and someone who would like to help chair the BioPark Rose Exhibit on the weekend of
Sept. 23/24. Let me know if any of those opportunities call your name.
Sad news almost always mingles with the good. As you know, our rose garden chair Charlene Bacchus is
struggling with a severe health challenge, but she and her sister Karen assure me that they can be commanders
from afar. They, however, will not be able to take on the pruning sales.
Please do feel free to email or call me with any of your concerns.

ROSE PRUNING
DEMONSTRATIONS:

ATTENTION MEMBERS:
Your Dues are Due!
Dues are $25 for an individual
or $35 for a family.
Checks should be made out to :
the Albuquerque Rose Society
and mailed to our Treasurer:
Don Hardy
8408 Vista Verde Pl. NW
Albuquerque, NM 87120

Each March, members of the
Albuquerque Rose Society
and its Garden Committee
offer free pruning
demonstrations at the Albuquerque Rose Garden located at
the Tony Hillerman Library, 8205 Apache Ave. NE 87110.
2017 Demonstrations will take place on the following dates,
weather permitting:
 Saturday, March 4 & Sunday March 5, 2017:
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 Saturday, March 11 & Sunday March 12, 2017:
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 Saturday, March 18 & Sunday March 19, 2017:
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 Saturday, March 25 & Sunday March 26, 2017:
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

February

Throughout March, members also prune the entire garden.
Help is greatly appreciated. If you’d like to participate in the
garden-wide pruning (even if you are not experienced), bring
a sharp pair of pruning shears and good garden gloves and
we’ll show you what to do.

Program

We will see you at the garden!

Wednesday
February 11, 2017
6:30 p.m.
Albuquerque
Garden Center

WEEDS, WEEDS
and MORE
WEEDS
Presented By:
Margo MurDOch
An Albuquerque Master Gardener
and Past Coordinator
of ABQ Master Gardeners.

GREAT NEWS:
The BRAND NEW & SHINEY Albuquerque Rose
Society website is now live online!
Check it out at http://www.albuquerquerose.com
See it for yourself what a wonderful year lies ahead.…and
take time to admire all our rose pictures (ALL taken by
our members) and history of years gone by.
A few of us (mainly Our NEW WEB MASTER
EXTRODINAIRE Rebecca Murphy) have enjoyed putting together a smashing new “face” for the rose lovers of
Albuquerque.
WE HOPE YOU LIKE IT!!
--Katrine

Getting to “Nose” Your Roses…
By John Lucero, Past President
In this edition of “The Blue Ribbon”, we will be
starting a Question and Answer column to help
get the questions you have about Roses,
answered.
The questions can be on any area of growing,
maintaining, or general information pertaining to
roses. I will endeavor to answer all questions as
accurately as possible, and if there is on-going
debate about an answer I will try and note it.
Since we are starting from scratch, I will start
with some questions pertaining to caring for
roses at this time of year.
Question: How often should I be watering
now?
The root systems of Roses continue to grow
even during the winter months. In general,
watering once every other week should be
sufficient. One word of caution; unless the
nighttime temperatures are consistently above
freezing, water lightly. Don’t saturate the
ground because a hard freeze of the soil will
damage if not kill the roots and subsequently
the entire plant. (Water that moves through a
plant is in liquid form, ice is NOT a liquid).
Question: When is the best time to move a
rose? What should I do to transplant it?
Roses can be transplanted just about any time
of the year that the soil can be worked, (not
frozen). There are advantages to transplanting
roses in the colder months. You reduce the
chances of the rose going into shock and there
is less demand on the above ground parts for
nutrient supply. Preparing the hole for planting
is therefore much easier. All you need for
amendments would be some form of phosphate
for the roots and a time release nitrogen
fertilizer. Organics with nitrogen, Mill’s Magic,
for example, are also suitable. Both types would
make the nitrogen available when the soil
temperature is more suitable for growth. Of
course, mixing the native soil with some organic
amendment, like compost or potting soil to place

your rose with as much of the root
structure you can, (root ball). Dig the hole
a little wider, about 6 inches larger than
the rose root ball, all the way around. When
you place the rose root ball in the hole, set
it so the crown or base of the plant slightly
higher than the surrounding soil; backfill
with the soil mix. Finally, water the plant
and mound a little soil around the base for
protection.
Question: Can I fertilize my roses now?
The overall answer is “NO”. This time of
year, the goal is to discourage growth
above ground to prevent freeze damage on
softer tissue. It is best to apply fertilizers
after you prune in the Spring.
Question: Why do my roses still have
leaves on the bush?
Roses that repeat their bloom cycles grow
year-round and do not go dormant. They
have survival mechanisms to deal with
adverse conditions, like cold and drought.
In the winter the growth begins to slow
down for survival, but unless temperatures
fall below 5 degrees, they can keep their
leaves. This is the reason we don’t fertilize
to help allow a “rest” period.
To have your questions answered next
month …… email John Lucero,
n2roses2@msn.com.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 2017 Spring Rose Show
May 20 -21, 2017
Al Troyer – Rose Show Chairman & Claudia Bonnett – Rose Show Co-Chairman

Are visions of blue ribbons and certificates dancing in your head? If so, then it is time to start planning for
the Spring Rose Show. The show is scheduled May 20-21 at the Albuquerque Garden Center. There will be
Horticulture, Arrangement and Photography divisions open to everyone.
If Horticulture is your pick, start thinking about which roses in your garden produce the most and best quality
blooms. Make a plan for doing some special fertilizing for those plants, think about how long it takes the
plant to produce a bloom from pruning, make sure the soil stays moist over the next few winter months, and
start cleaning your tools for pruning.
If Photography is your choice, start looking at the photographs you took over the summer or if you have a trip
planned between now the show where gardens and roses are in bloom, take your camera. Remember
photographs have to mounted and matted. Outside dimension of the mat are to be 11” x 14”. This might be a
good time to get those choice photos mounted and matted.
If you are an arranger, the Arrangement division is always exciting because it interprets our show theme. The
theme has not yet been decided, but will keep you posted. Now is a good time for Arrangers to also think
about the roses they grow and start planning to give those roses some special attention too! There are special
American Rose Society certificates for arrangements that contain arranger grown roses – this can be a special
award added for all your hard work.

There is something for everyone in the upcoming Rose Show,
so mark your calendar and let the rose fun begin!

PHOTO By BRYAN SUHR

The 2017 ARS Board being installed by Claudia Bonnet at the December Holiday Luncheon at the Claim Jumpers Restaurant.
From left to right: Immediate Past President: Bill Farmer, Treasurer: Don Hardy (a.k.a. Santa), Recording Secretary: Melody
Dudley, 1st Vice President: Connie Wenk, Director: Janet Dooley President, Katrine Stewart, Director: Beth Baker, Director
& Newsletter Editor: Suzy Andrego, and long time Member Claudia Bonnett.

Message from Vice President, Connie Wenk.
CONNIE’S
PICTURE
GOES HERE!

We had a great time at our holiday luncheon, with 36 long- standing, new, and potential members in attendance at a new venue,
Claim Jumper. The program included some lively rose trivia compeWe will get it for the
tition as well as installation of our 2017 Board of Directors accomFebruary Blue Ribbon!
panied by an adorable take on the Night Before Christmas created
by Claudia Bonnett. This year’s Bronze Honor Medal recipients,
Jack and Juanita Ortega, were announced although they were not able to attend due to family commitments. We’ll look forward to an opportunity to honor them in person at an upcoming meeting.

WHAT IS A CONSULTING ROSARIAN?

SENDING MANY, MANY

By Karen Cordova,
Consulting Rosarian Coordinator

GET WELL WISHES

Karenwcjc@gmail.com
When I got involved in growing roses, I had a terrible time
because I had disease and insects that took over, so I gave
up. What turned it around is Charlene found the ABQ Rose
Society. We were determined to grow roses because they
are so beautiful.
I found that according to the history of Consulting Rosarians
it was conceived back in 1920 by Dr. Huey who saw the
importance in gathering rose growers together to start the
program. The group was made up of past presidents of ARS,
hybridizers, nurserymen, scholars and other noteworthy
Rosarians. Then in 1949 the American Rose Society Board
made a decision to have each district gather together
knowledgeable Rosarians in their districts as Consulting
Rosarians.

to OUR Albuquerque Rose
Garden Chair,
Charlene Bacchus!

ABQ Rose Society
2017 Program Schedule
Plans are coming together for our 2017 programs
with topics ranging from a hands-on tool sharpening
& maintenance clinic to microclimates as well as
plenty of helpful tips for showing roses.
More information will be available soon!

What are we expected to do? Inspire a love and a
appreciation of roses, grow many classes of roses, secure new
members, be knowledgeable in all aspects of rose culture
and help others by sharing their knowledge. The way we do
this is by reaching out to people who are interested in
growing roses, spread our excitement. Every three years
attend a workshop and renew our membership as a CR,
Consulting Rosarian. We belong to the Albuquerque Rose
Society, and American Rose Society. If you need any
information just call one of us and if we don’t know we will
find the answer. You will find a list of the members on our
web site www.albuquerquerose.com.
PHOTO By BRYAN SUHR
Suzy Andrego, Santa and ARS President Katrine Stewart

INTRODUCING OUR ARS MEMBER PROFILE COLUMN.
Our New President Katrine Stewart, suggested that we profile some of our Albuquerque Rose Society Members to learn a bit
more about them. She has requested that each person respond to three questions. We will start this month with our ARS
board members. Read below to learn more.

BOARD MEMEBR PROFILES:
DON HARDY, Treasurer (A.K.A.: SANTA)
Where did your love of roses begin? When we planted a small rose
garden in our yard in the 1980's when we lived in Florida.
What is an interesting fact you have learned about roses? That roses
originated in the high desert regions of the Middle East.
What part of the Rose Society do you enjoy the most? The social
interactions with other members as well as the public.

BILL FARMER, Immediate Past President
Where did your love of roses begin? Forty years ago I planted my first roses; in less than a
year they had all died. I decided to leave roses to others since I
obviously did not know
anything about them. Several years later, Debbie and I cleared an
overgrown space in our backyard and planted ‘Brandy’. As a direct
result of her expertise, the rose thrived, was absolutely beautiful, I
was immediately hooked on roses, and ‘Brandy’ is still my favorite
rose.
What is an interesting fact you have learned about roses? There is
evidence that roses existed in North America more than 30 million
years ago, in other areas within the northern hemisphere at least 70
million years ago, but no wild rose bush has yet been discovered in
the southern hemisphere .
What part of the Rose Society do you enjoy the
most? The camaraderie enjoyed with like-minded individuals who
share a common objective, most notably the members who willingly
devote precious time to help preserve the Albuquerque Rose Garden as a cherished City
treasure.

Happy Birthday to you …. Happy Birthday to you …..
Wishing the following Members a VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Jack Ortega (1st)

Sharon AGee (8th)

Juanita Ortega (10th)

Debbie Butcher (11th)

Rosie Vonderhaar (12)

Fran Hardy (19th)

Vicki Dow (25th)

Bill Christensen (30th)

DISTRICT DOIN's By Bill Farmer
It is rather calm throughout the District during this early time of the year, but there are some upcoming
events of interest.
Thinking about becoming a Consulting Rosarian? If you missed the opportunity to attend the school we
held last October, don't fret. The Rose Society of Tucson will host a CR School on Saturday, February 25,
2017. You can find program details and a registration form at http://www.rosesocietyoftucson.org/.
The Rose Society of Glendale (AZ) will host a Rose Photography Workshop on Saturday, March 18, 2017.
More information should be available as soon as the featured speaker (me) gets his agenda finalized.
The big District event this year will be the annual Convention and Rose Show April 19 – 23, 2017, hosted by
the Pacific Rose Society. This event will be combined with the annual ARS Miniature/Miniflora National
Conference and Rose Show. Featured activities include a reception, rose show, Consulting Rosarian Seminar, Judges Seminar, garden tour, educational lectures, awards banquet, and annual District meeting and
breakfast. Looks like plenty to do and a great opportunity to meet rosarians from around the country.
More information is available at http://www.pacificrosesociety.org/PacificRS-PSWD-2017-ConventionRoseShow.html.
The District has a new Photography Committee Chair…our own Juanita Ortega! Congratulations Juanita, we
wish you success in this new adventure, and you can depend on our continued support. Sally Long reluctantly resigned the position to devote much needed time and energy to caring for a family member. We
thank Sally for her sustained efforts to promote rose photography within the District and extend her our
very best wishes.
EDITOR NOTE: This is NEWS FROM THE AMERICAN ROSE SOCIETY PACIFIC SOUTHWEST DISTRICT.
This is District or Region that the Albuquerque Rose Society Belongs to.

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR


Wednesday, 2/8/17 - February Meeting & Program
Weeds, Weeds & More Weeds—7:00 pm



2/24-26/17 Council ABQ Garden Clubs
Rummage Sale
2/25/17 - The Bachechi Open Space event:
9-10:30 am




Albuquerque Rose Society
C/O Albuquerque Garden Center
10120 Lomas Blvd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87112

Wednesday, 3/ 8 /17 March Meeting - Program TBA

ROSE PRUNING DEMONSTARTATIONS
At the Albuquerque Rose Garden located at the
Tony Hillerman Library, 8205 Apache Ave. NE 87110.






Saturday, March 4 & Sunday March 5, 2017
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, March 11 & Sunday March 12, 2017
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, March 18 & Sunday March 19, 2017
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, March 25 & Sunday March 26, 2017
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

TO:

